
 
 

RAPPAHANNOCK-RAPIDAN FOOD POLICY COUNCIL  
Meeting Minutes – September 13, 2017 

 
 
Members Present:    
Linda Blair   Orange County Representative  
Michelle Edwards  Chair and RRRC Liaison Member 
Clyde Firman   Consumption Sector Technical Advisory Member 
Kenner Love   Rappahannock County Representative 
Jessica Palmer   Farmland Preservation & Conservation Technical Adv. Member 
Rebecca Sheffield  Culpeper County Representative 
 
Members Absent: 
Kirsten Dueck   Health Sector Technical Advisory Member 
Ray Pickering   Fauquier County Representative 
Taylor Richardson  Education Sector Technical Advisory Member 
Ken Smith   Production Sector Technical Advisory Member 
Susan Vidal   Madison County Representative 
 
Vacant: 
Processing and Distribution Technical Advisory Member 
 
Guests: 
Steve Cook   Virginia Department of Health 
Roger Williams  George Washington Carver Agriculture Research Center 
Jenny Biché   Rappahannock-Rapidan Regional Commission 
 
 
Welcome and Introductions 
The meeting was called to order at the former George Washington Carver School by Michelle 
Edwards, Chair, and introductions were made. Ms. Edwards noted that a quorum was present. 
 
Tour of Carver Campus and Food Enterprise Center Plans 
Rebecca Sheffield, Virginia Cooperative Extension 
Rebecca Sheffield provided a tour of the school building and grounds to attendees, and described 
plans for the George Washington Carver Food Enterprise Center (GWCFEC), including 
presentation of the concept plan.  Roger Williams also provided information on recent activities 
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at the Center by the George Washington Carver Agricultural Research Center (GWCARC) and 
Culpeper Master Gardeners. 
  
The school is located in Culpeper County on Route 15 and is owned by the County.  The 
building originally served as a regional black high school and later a regional vocational school. 
After the school’s closure, the building has sat mostly unused, while Culpeper County has 
continued to pay for its upkeep.  Although the building is owned by the County, the Center 
would be operated as a regional facility.  GWCFEC plans to operate a processing center and 
commercial kitchen operation at the Center on non-profit basis. 
 
Culpeper County received a Brownfields Grant from the VA Department of Environmental 
Quality to remove asbestos from the front section of the first floor of the building, restore the 
affected classrooms and add an ADA accessible bathroom.  The work is nearing completion. 
Additionally, GWCARC has installed three hoop houses and irrigation lines, and purchased 
farming equipment via an Ohrstrom Foundation Grant, while the Culpeper Master Gardens have 
established a pollinator garden and installed deer fencing.  The group has been invited to apply 
for a second Ohrstrom Foundation Grant this year, and plans to request funding to continue 
development of the Food Enterprise Center and address wastewater needs. 
 
Additional information on the George Washing Carver Food Enterprise Center is available at 
http://gwcfec.org, or by contacting Rebecca Sheffield at rebes13@vt.edu or (540) 727-3435 
x344.  For additional information on the George Washington Carver Agricultural Research 
Center, please visit http://gwcarc.org, or contact Carl Stafford at ccstaffo@vt.edu or (540) 727-
3435 x351.   
 
Farmer-Chef Events 
Jessica Palmer, Piedmont Environmental Council (PEC) 
Jessica Palmer, PEC’s Buy Fresh – Buy Local Coordinator, discussed plans for future local food 
buyer-seller events in conjunction with the Farmers Market Promotion Program Grant from the 
US Department of Agriculture.  One event will be held during each year of the three-year grant 
project, with the size and complexity of the events growing each year. 
 
The first event is planned for November 6, 2017 at 5:30-7:30pm in Culpeper.  Ms. Palmer stated 
that the location is yet to be determined, but will announced within the next week on PEC’s 
website.  This will be a networking event for producers within the Rappahannock-Rapidan 
Region to meet with local food buyers, such as restaurants and retailers. Ms. Palmer noted that a 
representative of Market Maker, a national online database of food buyers and sellers, will be 
there (https://foodmarketmaker.com). A local chef will also deliver a brief presentation about 
using local food.  Kenner Love suggested asking Mike Peterson, a local farmer and chef to 
present. 
 
The 2018 event will be modeled on Luray’s successful Farm2Fork Affair, which Ms. Palmer 
attended this March.  Each seller will have a table with samples and/or informational materials 
for buyers to visit.  This setup provides the opportunity for buyers to interact with area 
producers and learn about the products available.  The Luray event was held from 1:00-
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4:00pm and Ms. Palmer plans on a similar time slot.  The 2019 event will begin similar to the 
previous year’s, but after an hour, the event will be opened to the public as a food expo. 
 
Mr. Love asked what type of groups would be invited?  Ms. Palmer replied that the same type of 
buyers and sellers would be invited each year, but the number of invitees would be expanded.  If 
the events are successful, interest should build. 
 
For additional information on these events please contact Jessica Palmer at jpalmer@pecva.org 
or (434) 977-2033 x7081, or visit www.pecva.org. 
 
Regional Food Marketing Update 
Michelle Edwards, Rappahannock-Rapidan Regional Commission (RRRC) 
Ms. Edwards provided an update on the Purely Piedmont campaign to market the region’s 
locally grown food and beverages.  She recently received the Purely Piedmont rack cards from 
the printer and is in the process of distributing them to partner organizations.  She delivered a 
box to the Orange and Culpeper Visitors Centers and will be providing boxes to the Fauquier, 
Madison, Rappahannock County Tourism Directors during the Regional Tourism Committee 
meeting tomorrow. 
 
Copies of the rack cards were provided during the food council meeting, and attendees were 
asked to assist in distributing them.  Ms. Palmer took a box to distribute at PEC events, and 
Rebecca Sheffield and Mr. Love each took a box to distribute through their VA Cooperative 
Extension offices.  Ms. Sheffield suggested giving a box to Ray Pickering to distribute at the 
Fauquier County Agricultural Development Department, to which Ms. Edwards agreed.  Farmers 
markets, Culpeper Renaissance, local restaurants and Moving Meadows bakery café were also 
suggested by attendees. 
 
Ms. Edwards provided a progress update on the Purely Piedmont label program, for which the 
Council adopted standards at its July 2017 meeting.  Participation in the program will be free, 
with funds to print and distribute the labels provided by the Regional Commission.  In order to 
receive the labels and digital version of the logo for use in marketing, producers must sign a 
license agreement.  Ms. Edwards developed a draft license agreement based on the Virginia 
Grown program’s agreement.  Copies of the draft license agreement were distributed to attendees 
for comment (see attached).  No edits were suggested by attendees. 
 
While the policies and procedures for the label program are ready, Ms. Edwards expressed 
difficulty in procuring the labels and requested advice from Council members in navigating the 
technical requirements and options for food-safe labels, as well as suggestions for reputable 
vendors.  Ms. Sheffield recommended contacting Joell Eifert at Virginia Tech’s Food Innovation 
Program and agreed to provide Ms. Eifert’s contact information to Ms. Edwards.  Attendees also 
recommended purchasing labels on a roll that could be applied by hand, rather than by machine.  
Ms. Sheffield commented that the regional cottage foods workshop she is planning in February 
2018 would be a good opportunity to advertise the label program to farmers and processors. 
 
Ms. Edwards asked Jenny Biché to provide an update on the Tween Rivers agri-tourism 
workshops also being funded by RRRC’s Farmers Market Promotion Program Grant.  Ms. Biche 
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stated that a workshop on customer service is being held on October 3 at the Culpeper Center 
(see attached flyer).  Interested individuals can register for either the morning or afternoon 
session, which both have the same content.  This workshop is open to the public.  Ms. Biché 
noted that forty people have already registered. 
 
The next agri-tourism workshop will be held in December 2017, and will be a networking social 
for Tween Rivers Trail members only.  Ms. Biché also noted that the grant funds have allowed 
her to interview Trail members.  In addition to collecting their stories and suggestions, the 
interviews have provided an opportunity for her to promote the workshops.  Trail members 
interviewed indicated interest in receiving information on food safety, scaling up their operation 
and value-added products. 
 
For additional information on the Tween Rivers Trail, please visit www.tweenriverstrail.com, or 
contact Jenny Biché at jkbiche@rrregion.org or (540) 829-7450. 
 
Chair and Vice-Chair Elections 
As discussed during the previous meeting, Ms. Edwards’ term as Council Chair is due to end on 
December 31, 2017, and the Council must elect a new Chair and a Vice-Chair to serve one-year 
terms.  The Vice-Chair will automatically become the Chair the following year.  The main task 
of the Chair is to preside over Council meetings, while the Vice-Chair fulfills this duty in the 
Chair’s absence.  Ms. Edwards will continue to provide staff support to the Council, as well as 
serve as a council member. 
 
Ms. Edwards stated that Linda Blair has been nominated as Council Chair and asked if there 
were any other nominations.  Hearing none, she called for a vote, and the Council voted 
unanimously to elect Ms. Blair as Chairperson. 
 
Ms. Edwards stated that Rebecca Sheffield has been nominated as Vice Chair and asked if there 
were any other nominations.  Hearing none, she called for a vote, and the Council voted 
unanimously to elect Ms. Sheffield as Vice Chair.   
   
 
Future Meeting Scheduling and Agenda Development  
After discussion, Ms. Edwards stated that the next meeting will be held on Thursday, November 
16, 2017, at 6:30 pm in RRRC’s conference room.  Ms. Edwards requested an update following 
the first buyer-seller seller event, to which Ms. Palmer agreed.  Ms. Edwards will provide an 
update on the label program. 
 
Food Policy Council meeting materials will be available on RRRC’s food system webpage at 
www.rrregion.org/foodsystem.html. 
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